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	color: 
	3a: MARSHALL, Trevor Gordon
	Description: Sarcoidosis is a Th1 inflammatory disease which can damage the lungs, heart, eyes, brain, liver, kidneys and soul. Patients are still being told it has no known cause and no known cure. Our recent paper (Autoimmunity Reviews, in press 2004) explains the Bacterial Pathogenesis of Sarcoidosis, and describes how 1,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol was found to be characteristic of Th1 sarcoid inflammation, not only a valuable marker of disease severity, but a hormone which must be controlled in order to induce remission.  We propose to perform a detailed two year 'follow-up' analysis of a heterogeneous group of 50 sarcoidosis patients (with pulmonary, neurological and cutaneous involvement) who participated in an earlier study of antibiotic therapies. That was an unfunded, informal study designed to quickly translate medical knowledge into benefits for the community -- a decentralized community-research environment where subjects were treated by their local physicians. Coordination of therapy and outcome reporting was accomplished via the Internet. That earlier study was very successful, but it did not have adequate resources to collect and analyze all the subjects' medical records. This study will assess the progress of that cohort two years after initiating therapy, and diligently collect records. It will fully analyze and document the symptoms and complaints which reportedly vanished following administration of Azithromycin, Bactrim and Minocycline. This is the first cohort ever to have progressed from chronic disease to remission. They have variously reported regaining cognitive focus, stamina, and stable gait, and resolving chronic pain, paresthesias and visual disturbances. Some were able to discard wheelchairs, braces and supplementary oxygen. This study will additionally apply objective measures (Imaging and Bloodwork studies) to evaluate the degree of remission actually achieved. Science needs to learn much more about the systemic effects of sarcoidosis, and especially, how to induce and quantify remission.
	PerformSite: T.G.Marshall and Associates, Thousand Oaks, California
Autoimmunity Research Inc (nonprofit, in formation), Thousand Oaks, California
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